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ANNUAL REPORT

Science East’s Great Big Community BBQ, 
sponsored by Investors Group during 
Fredericton’s  Harvest Jazz and Blues Festival. 
Activities and demos featured the science 
behind sound.
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2017: A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT AND CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

In October of 2016, the deed for the former York County Jail building, home to New Brunswick’s science centre for 

the last 20 years, was transferred to Science East by the Province. This occasion was a significant milestone for the 

science centre. Starting with a small collection of handmade exhibits offered in a series of leased, temporary homes, 

we have become a nationally-recognized science centre powered with creative educators and over 150 interactive 

science exhibits. Not only are we now a year-round tourist destination and Fredericton’s most popular family 

destination with over 19,000 visitors, our outreach programs engaged over 38,226 New Brunswickers across the 

province.  Our summer tourist season brought over 54% of Science East’s visitation from outside New Brunswick. 

These statistics reflect the universal appeal of science centres due to their exciting, interactive approach which 

blends education with entertainment.  

With success comes challenge. The current physical constraints in available space restrict our ability to optimize the 

science centre property to further develop interests and knowledge in science, technology, engineering and math 

(STEM) across the New Brunswick population. The total square foot area of our science centre is 11,000 square 

feet, of which only 5,000 square feet is useable space for exhibition and public space. With each passing year we 

continue to add new programs and exhibits. We are now running at full capacity. 

The question that emerges now is what does the future hold for Science East? Over the next year we will answer 

that very question by completing our master plan. The plan will explore the feasibility of using our expanded 

physical footprint to add a modern facility with all the amenities of a traditional children’s museum and science 

centre, while respecting the unique and treasured historical site we have in the Jail. Building a sustainable future to 

continue to meet the growing needs in STEM education means expanding all our learning resources.

  

Attracting new people to science and technology studies and careers supports Canadian innovation and 

entrepreneurship. Guided by the 21st century skills required today, Science East with the commitment of its staff and 
board, are using inquiry-driven learning in science as a basic template to encourage interest in STEM while fostering the skills 

that every child needs to possess as adults no matter what their chosen field or career. 

Ian DeLong David Desjardins

President of the Board of Directors Chief Executive Officer



A NEW ERA: 

OWNERSHIP OF THE 

SCIENCE CENTRE 

Deputy Premier Stephen Horsman handed over 

the keys and the ownership of the former York 

County Jail to Science East on October 11, 

2016.“Science East has earned its reputation by 

fostering the development of inquiring minds, 

creative problem-solvers and critical thinkers. 

The building they occupy is a base for the 

exhibits, resources and education programs that 

reach more than 40,000 New Brunswickers 

each year,” said Transportation and 

Infrastructure Minister Bill Fraser. “We are 

pleased to be able to turn this property over to 

them so they can continue to build on this 

work and guide the science centre into the 

future.” The transfer of title expands Science 

East’s property assets considerably. In 2013, 

Science East purchased an adjacent property on 

St. John Street. With the exception of a small 

parking area owned by the Province, Science 

East is now able to chart its own course on one 

continuous allotment of land. Private donors 

and foundations have been reluctant to invest in 

the improvement and appearance of the 

heritage property while it was owned by the 

Province. Science East has leased space for at 

various locations including the former National 

Exhibition Centre, King’s Place Mall, Brookside 

Mall and its current location.
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LITTLE EXPLORERS:  
BRINGING  SCIENCE TO 
LIFE IN THE EARLY YEARS
FREE-ACCESS, QUALITY EARLY LEARNING PROGRAMS ARE 

CRUCIAL TO DEVELOPMENTAL EQUALITY IN OUR COMMUNITY

The weekly Little Explorers 

program turns the science 

centre over to children 5 and 

under— allowing them to play, 

discover and learn with children 

their own age and at their own 

pace with a new science theme 

each week. This year, Science 

East made many changes to the 

program, taking special care to 

engage these weekly visitors 

multi-sensory ways with each 

new theme.  STEM themes such 

as moon phases, shapes, animals, 

and buoyancy were enriched 

with specially selected topical 

stories. Hands-on activities and 

themed decorations rounded 

out the new face of Little 

Explorers.  Starting with 50 

participants in 2014-2015, 565 

attended the following year and 

this increased by 28% to 788 

parents and children this year. 

The program has become a 

much-anticipated part of the 

week for many families. Positive 

early learning experiences in 

STEM create a level of comfort 

with these subjects for both 

boys and girls prior to attending 

school. Exploring future creative 

community collaborations is a 

means to both diversify 

experiences for early learners 

and offer more to New 

Brunswick going forward.





7

A welcome new addition to our exhibits 
team at Science East this year was John 
Morgan. John is a licensed journeyman 

carpenter, and the only professional exhibit 
designer in New Brunswick. He has been 
involved in the fabrication of original 
exhibits for many museums in the province 
as well heritage renovations for houses and 
public building across the province. John 
brings a level of professional design to the 
construction of our exhibits that previously 
was not available on staff. 

Exhibits
New partnerships at Science East developed 
exciting hands-on exhibits this year. By 
working with organizations and companies 
that have mutual goals, everybody wins. This 
year new and enhanced partnerships for 
Science East with Fredericton Makerspace 
and TELUS, the University of New 
Brunswick’s Faculty of Engineering and 

inter-science centre exchange with the 
Discovery Centre in Halifax created 14 
new exhibits for our visitors.  New 
engineering-based exhibits include a pulley 
chair, a redesigned harmonograph and tug of 
war.  

Funded by TELUS and created by volunteer 
technicians of the Fredericton Makerspace, 
the augmented reality sandbox is a multi-
user exhibit in which visitors changing and 
redesigning the topography of the sand. 
Using a simple interface, the display adds a 
second level of dimension to the classic 
sandbox.  With computer generated 
topography lines and the ability to create 
virtual water that flows across the 
landscapes they create in realtime with 
actual sand, visitors learn about geography, 
elevation, watersheds, erosion and the 
properties of water.  

16 exhibits from the Discovery Centre in 
Halifax have been selected by Science East 
and redeveloped for our use. A classic 
example of the noncompetitive and 
supportive nature of Canada’s science 
centre network, Science East visitors 
experienced 10 of these new items   as they 
were added to the collection this year and 6 
more will be added in the coming year. 
Refreshed content and new ideas give 
families, tourists and schools ever-changing 
reasons to revisit Science East.
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STANLEY HIGH SCHOOL SURGES 
AHEAD OF 500,000 COMPETITORS IN 
INVASIVE SPECIES AT NORTH 
AMERICA’S LARGEST HIGH SCHOOL 
ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION 
COMPETITION 

Envirothon is North America's largest 

high school environmental education 
competition. Each Year, 500,000 people 

from 4,000 public and private high schools 
across North America participate. The 

program was initiated more than 30 years 
ago in the United States. Envirothon 

is headquartered in Washington, D.C. In 
the New Brunswick region, the program is 

administered under Science East. Only 
250 students/year rise to the international 

level of competition each year. 

This year, host province Ontario selected 
Invasive Species as the 5th testing 

category. Stanley High School’s 

Envirothon team, representing New 

Brunswick this year, competed against 

teams from 42 states, 9 provinces and 

new to the competition, China, to win 1st 

place in the category of Invasive Species 

and 3rd place internationally in the 

mandatory oral competition—ranking 

them an astounding 11th place overall 

internationally out of 52 teams. The 

Village of Stanley, with its tiny population 

of 400 people, has become something of a 

phenom in the Envirothon competition at 

the provincial level with the high school 

attaining top placements each year for 

several years in a row. 

The Stanley High School team includes 

Emma McArthur, Lesley Spencer, Reilly 

McWade, Dee Carr, Maddie Carr 

A RECORD 

YEAR FOR 

ENVIROTHON



IN MEMORY

Dr. Ann Sherman was a perpetual educator, both professionally and personally, throughout her life. In 

2013, she added Science East to her list of people, places and things which benefited from her 

support and encouragement. She was excited by our inquiry-based approach to science education, 

which reflected her own perspectives on effective engagement in education. Ann began her teaching 

career as a high school science and math teacher and moved to elementary school teaching and 

earned a grad degree in Leadership and then completed an M.Ed. in Curriculum and Instruction from 

UNB. She ended her public school teaching career as a school administrator before completing a 

Ph.D. at the University of Nottingham. She taught in university settings since 1996 and continued to 

research effective teaching, formative assessment, inquiry based science, and the connections between 

all three. Ann was slated to begin her first term as Science East President in September 2017. During 

her governance at Science East, she was especially proud of the success of our free-access early 

learning program in science and the First Nations Science Program which works with three partner 

schools.

Shortly after Christmas we received the news that Doug Colwell, a devoted board member who had 

only recently stepped off the board after 7 years, had passed away. Doug facilitated a major step in 

Science East’s development as an organization--the purchase of Segee House at the corner of 

Brunswick and St. John Street. Assembling a group of experienced electrical and civil engineers, 

Doug’s group thoroughly evaluated the Segee House property for Science East. The resulting 

assessment gave us the confidence to fully understand the condition and integrity of the building. 

Filled with anticipation, we submitted our bid for the public tender and attained ownership by a small 

margin. It is no small success in life to find an enjoyable career path that uses both our natural and 

accumulated skills to the best advantage. To those who had the pleasure of knowing Doug, it was 

clear that engineering was more than his job, it was an exciting challenge, and well-matched to the 

dependable problem-solver that we knew him to be. He was community-minded in multiple ways 

with a deep care and support of his community through his church, board and many committee roles. 

The power of the simple question “How can I help?” is that it allows people to share both the 

challenges of change and the exhilaration of success with likeminded people who care. We are 

forever grateful for Doug and the difference he made to the community he loved.  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